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Show Me, Tell Me 

 
 

DSA Approved Driving instructors 

� Show me how you would check the parking brake 
for excessive wear.  

�  

� Apply the parking brake. When it is fully applied 
it should secure itself.  

� Show me how you would check that the direction 
indicators are working.  
�  

� Apply indicators or hazard warning lights and 
check all indicators.  

� Show me how you would check that the horn is 
working (off road only). 
�  

� Turn on ignition (if necessary). Operate horn.  

� Tell me how you make sure your head restraint is 
correctly adjusted so it provides the best protection in 
the event of a crash. 
�  

� The head restraint should be adjusted so the rigid 
part of the head restraint is at least as high as the eye 
or top of the ears, and as close to the back of the head 
as is comfortable. N.B. Some restraints might not be 
adjustable.  

� Tell me how you would know if there was a 
problem with your anti lock braking system.  
�  

� Warning light should illuminate if there is a fault 
with the anti lock braking system.  

� Show me how you would clean the windscreen 
using the windscreen washer and wiper.  
�  

� Operate control to wash and wipe windscreen 
(turn ignition on if necessary).  

� Sow me how you would set the demister controls 
to clear all the windows effectively, this should 
include both front and rear screens. 
�  

� Set all relevant controls including; fan, 
temperature, air direction / source and heated screen 
to clear windscreen and windows. Engine does not 
have to be started for this demonstration.  

� Show me how you would switch on the rear fog 
light(s) and explain when you would use it/them. (No 
need to exit vehicle). 
�  

� Switch relevant  lights on and identify warning 
light. Visibility would need to be below 100 metres. 

� Show me how you switch your headlight from 
dipped to main beam and explain how you would 
know the main beam is on whilst inside the car.  
�  

� Operate switch (with ignition or engine on if 
necessary), check with main beam warning light.  

 


